THE CITY OF KENT, OHIO
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING for
PUBLIC HEARING “DEMOCRACY DAY”
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2020
Mayor Fiala called to order the Special Meeting of Kent City Council for purposes of a Public Hearing for
“Democracy Day” at 6:00 p.m. A quorum was present.
PRESENT:

Mr. Jack Amrhein; Mr. Michael DeLeone; Mr. Garrett Ferrara; Mr. John Kuhar; Ms.
Gwen Rosenberg; Ms. Heidi Shaffer Bish; Mr. Roger Sidoti; and Mr. Robin Turner.

ALSO PRESENT:

Mr. Jerry T. Fiala, Mayor and President of Council; Mr. Dave Ruller, City Manager;
Ms. Hope Jones, Law Director; Ms. Bridget Susel, Community Development
Director; Mr. Jim Bowling, City Engineer; Ms. Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance
Director; Ms. Melanie Baker, Service Administration Director; Mr. Gary Bishop, IT
Manager; Ms. Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner; Mr. Kevin Schwartzhoff, Parks
and Recreation Director; Ms. Suzanne Stemnock, Human Resource Manager; and
Ms. Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council.

ABSENT:

Ms. Tracy Wallach

MOTION TO EXCUSE MS. WALLACH’S ABSENCE FROM THE PUBLIC HEARING made by Mr.
DeLeone, seconded by Mr. Kuhar, and CARRIED by a voice vote of 8-0.
Mayor Fiala welcomed everyone and read portions of the Charter as outlined below:
In accordance with the Kent City Charter Article XII, Section 12.05 titled “DEMOCRACY DAY PUBLIC
HEARING/POLITICAL INFLUENCE”:
“Beginning in 2016, City Council shall designate one day a “Democracy Day” during the first week
of October each year in which a local, state, or national election is held in Kent. On this day, the
Mayor and City Council shall sponsor a Public Hearing in a public space within the City. The public
hearing shall be held during the evening or weekend time. The City will publicize the public hearing
on its website and in area media at least one month in advance. The Public Hearing shall examine
the impact on our City, our state and our nation of political influence resulting from campaign
contributions by corporate entities. Corporate entities include business corporations, Political
Action Committees, PACS, Super PACs, 501(c)(4) groups and unions. Members of the general
public in attendance shall be afforded the opportunity to speak on these matters for up to five
minutes per person. The City shall record the minutes of the hearing and make them available to
the public no later than November 1 of each year in which it is held by posting them on the City’s
website.
Within one (1) week following the annual Public Hearing, the Clerk of City Council shall send a
letter to every elected state-level representative of the citizens of the City, to the leaders of the Ohio
House and Senate, to our U.S. Congressional Representative(s), and to both U.S. Senators from
Ohio. The letter shall include a brief summary of the Public Hearing and will state that the citizens
of Kent in November 2015 voted in support of a Citizens’ Initiative calling for an amendment to the
U.S. Constitution declaring the following principles:
1.
2.

Only human beings, not corporations, are legal persons with Constitutional rights,
and
Money is not equivalent to speech, and therefore, regulating political contributions
and spending does not equate to limiting political speech.

The annual Public Hearings will no longer be required if and when a Constitutional Amendment
reflecting the principles set forth in Section 02 is ratified by three-quarters (3/4) of the state
legislatures.”
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Mayor Fiala then referred to Clerk Wilkens to read each name, in turn, of the Visitors who signed-in.
There were five (5) visitors who wished to speak.
Mr. Bill Wilen of 867 Stonewater Dr., Kent read from a pre-prepared statement. (See Attachment #1)
Ms. Kathy Wilen of 867 Stonewater Dr., Kent read from a prepared statement. (See Attachment #2)
Ms. Deborah Barber of 7531 Diagonal Rd., Kent read from a prepared statement. (See Attachment #3)
Mr. Fred Pierre of 480 Longmere Dr., Kent read from a pre-prepared statement. (See Attachment #4)
Mr. Greg Coleridge of 3016 Somerton Rd., Cleveland Heights, read from a pre-prepared statement. (See
Attachment #5)

Mayor Fiala thanked everyone for coming. Meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m.

Amy Wilkens
Clerk of Council
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Jerry T. Fiala
Mayor and President of Council
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William Wilen <wwilen@kent.edu>
To: Clerk of Council <councilclerk@kent-ohio.org>

Fri, Oct 2, 2020 at 12:44 PM

KENT DEMOCRACY DAY - 2020
ESSENTIAL DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENTS AND THE ELECTION
By Bill Wilen
We’re virtually here tonight because of one of the most critical elections in our
lifetimes will take place in a month. All the speakers tonight believe that the issue of
Move to Amend, which has not even been mentioned by the two presidential
candidates, is absolutely important because corporate “big money” and “dark money”
will have a major influence on how the citizens vote. But, there are many other
important issues that “big and dark money” undemocratically influence. My view is that
one of the most essential is the Green New Deal.

I think a little background on how Democracy Day in Kent came about is
necessary to support our cause for the proposed 28th Amendment to the US
Constitution. Our new townhall Zoom attendees need to know. The national movement
is Move to Amend, oftentimes referred to as the We the People Amendment. It
developed as a reaction to Citizens United, which was a 2010 Supreme Court decision
reaffirming two historical rulings that gave corporations legal personhood and that
money is a form of speech. As a result, corporations and other legal entities such as
PACS could not be limited in spending money in elections because it would be a
violation of the First Amendment.
Democracy Day is all about supporting and promoting Move to Amend to help
restore the democracy many of us feel is being eroded. One book I recently read says
it all – The Twilight of Democracy. In 2015 a small group of we Move to Amend Kent
citizens got the required number of petition signatures and the Ohio Supreme Court
ruled in our favor. It was placed on the ballot and it overwhelmingly passed. Our first
Democracy Day hearing before City Council was held in 2016 and here we are this
evening still fighting for we the people, not we the corporations.
I mentioned that Move to Amend is a national movement with over 800
communities in the United States adopting it. The House of Representatives
resolution, HJR 48, has been signed by 72 representatives including Tim Ryan, our
representative in Congress. So it is slowly, but too slowly, on its way to becoming a
Constitutional Amendment.
There are 2 major components of Move to Amend and HJR 48. First, they
establish that the rights protected by the Constitution of the US are the rights of
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natural persons only. Artificial entities such as corporations have no constitutional
rights and are subject to regulation by federal, state or local law.
Second, federal, state and local governments shall regulate, limit, or prohibit
contributions and expenditures, to ensure that all citizens have access to the political
process. Campaign contributions and expenditures shall be disclosed. The courts shall
not interpret the spending of money to be constitutionally protected speech.
While all of us would hope that this Constitutional amendment should take
center stage in the news and in Congress, the COVID 19 pandemic accompanied by
the declining economy are priorities along with racial and economic inequalities. And,
of course, we have our critical presidential election coming up in a month. Joe Biden
states on his website that he would introduce a constitutional amendment to entirely
eliminate private dollars from our federal elections. But he has not directly supported
the We the People Amendment.
Biden, though, has presented within the last two months a version of the Green
New Deal that has been proposed by progressive democrats in the House of
Representatives. Biden’s plan is calling for the spending of $2 trillion on areas of
energy efficiency and mass transit with the goal of 100% carbon-free electricity
production by 2035. His climate proposal would create thousands of jobs in solar and
wind energy. Tax incentives and new infrastructure are also a major focus.
Why am I bringing up the global issue of climate warming? Because both the
Move to Amend and the Green New Deal are complementary in that they deal with the
specific needed areas of reform which are more likely to be implemented if Biden wins
the election. But without a constitutional amendment to eliminate corporate
constitutional rights and “money equals speech” all of Biden’s Green New Deal’s
reforms could be overruled by the courts or overwhelmed by “big money” and “dark
money.”
If we continue getting the word out about Move to Amend and the Green New
Deal in our democracy, there’s hope for a sustainable future.
Sources:
Movetoamend.org. “Do We Need a Constitutional Amendment Now That the Green
New Deal Has Been Introduced?”
Wilen, Bill. “Hope for a Sustainable Future.” Plain Dealer – Cleveland.com. August,
2020.
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I want to continue the focus on Move to Amend, corporate control,
the climate crisis and the coming election. I would like to express my view
on these issues using a recent movetoamend.org introduction to a
televised panel presentation entitled “The Immorality of the Climate
Crisis and Corporate Rule” because it fits perfectly with how many of us
as citizens in this democracy feel at the moment of this coming election.
The climate crisis is an existence threatening crisis to humans and
other living entities. While current attention has understandably been on
the pandemic and related economic crises -- the impact of human
activities implemented through corporations are directly connected to the
increasingly raging fires, hurricanes and other effects of climate change
that will only intensify unless we rapidly change direction.
Laws and regulations over decades have permitted corporations to treat
nature as a resource to extract (e.g. land, water, trees, plants, minerals,
fossil fuels, etc.) and a venue to dump their waste. Decisions by courts
inventing constitutional rights are in large part responsible for this legal
plundering and destroying of the natural world — as are the inabilities
of We the People to:

hold corporate leaders accountable for their pre-knowledge of
environmental harms (including climate change), and,

·

·

protect the health, safety and welfare of their communities.

This is politically undemocratic, economically unsustainable and
environmentally cataclysmic. It’s also profoundly immoral and unethical
based on faith and ethical principles. Human rights and rights of nature
should be inalienable, not so-called “corporate rights" and the right to
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legally destroy the very environment that supports the existence of human
beings and other living entities
Join us as we proclaim system change – in what we believe, how we
think and how we act to affirm, protect and expand the intrinsic worth of
people and nature over corporations and profit maximization.
Source: movetoamend.org
Read by Kathy Wilen
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Democracy Day
October 7, 2020
City of Kent, Ohio Council Chambers
Statement from Deborah Barber on Behalf of the Kent League of
Women Voters
Good evening. I am pleased to represent the Kent League of Women
Voters on Democracy Day to speak about making democracy work
for everyone.
Members of the LWV of Kent are also members of the Ohio League
as well as the national League, LWVUS. We are a nonpartisan grass
roots organization whose primary purpose is “to promote political
responsibility through informed and active participation in government ….”
Our overall theme for this biennial is “Make Democracy Work.”
One area in which we need to direct our attention is the right of every eligible
individual to vote. In Ohio, we know that gerrymandering, which does not
promote fair and effective representation to all voters, denies maximum
opportunity for public participation. We know that eliminating polling places,
having drop boxes that are inaccessible to voters who lack access to
transportation, or even requiring postage on ballots is a burden to many.
Perhaps even more important is finally enabling the of election of the president
and vice president by direct popular vote, not by the Electoral College. The
LWVUS conducted a study of the National Popular Vote proposal in 2008,
and voted to support it as a national position at the 2010 Convention. The effect
of such a proposal would allow for the direct popular election of the president
and vice president without a constitutional amendment. Those in the compact
would pledge that their legislature would award all of the state’s electoral votes
to the presidential ticket that wins the most popular votes nationwide,
regardless of who wins in that particular state. Nationwide, the National Popular
Vote Interstate Compact has been adopted by 15 states and the District of
Columbia. (It is temporarily suspended now in Colorado). What could be more
democratic?
In Ohio, this was introduced into the 133rd General Assembly,
HB 70. We should ask why this bill isn’t moving through the General
Assembly..
So, I stand with the League of Women Voters in our goal to “Make Democracy
Work.” This means every eligible voter has the access and ability to cast their
vote, they are not the victim of intimidation, nor do they become the target of
disinformation.
This means we create fair congressional districts that
effectively represent each voter. This means every vote counts in national
elections. And this means that our democracy is not distorted by dark money.
Our democracy is truly for the people and by the people. Remember the
Preamble to the Constitution: We the people….
Thank you.
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Does anyone else think it's weird that when one man sneezes, the economy staggers? When one man coughs, party
poli cs swoons. There's a saying about pu ng all your eggs in one basket. Have we invested too much in execu ve
authority, and too much faith in a pres digitator? An "economic miracle" isn't a miracle, if it’s built on the suﬀering of
others.
We’re caught in the grip of toxic, dark money. Money talks and it’s constantly louder. Inequality threatens our lives and
our na on when a man’s birth determines his outcome in life. If you can’t aﬀord health care, leisure and me, you’ll work
over me just to survive. Paying rent isn’t ownership. Who made the most during quaran ne? The world’s wealthiest
billionaires. The world’s ﬁrst trillionaire will wear the Amazon crown. How does people power compare to vast,
inordinate wealth, when propaganda distorts the facts of what’s real?
Social media is a wrecking ball, dividing our lives, se ng uncles against cousins and nieces. Algorithms render our fears
back to us on a pla er. Choose your poison. Which rabbit hole will you scroll down today?
We eat up extremes and reﬂect back divisions, when we should all be working together. Solving big problems requires
coopera on. When we help others is when we’ll succeed: Save the climate, heal the world, and end hunger. We can do
it, with formulas for people-powered solu ons: Clean ba eries to store power. Solar seed funds for rapid panel
deployment. Harvest wind from Lake Erie. We can and we must change the world.
All we need is more love. We’re abandoned by government in a plague, insecure due to lack of compassion. Inclusion
revitalizes community connec on. Our Kent community is the an dote to isola on. Grow community gardens. Close the
street, paint a mural, bring the music outside. When we come together we’re free.
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KENT “DEMOCRACY DAY” TESTIMONY
October 7, 2020
Greg Coleridge | Outreach Director, National Move to Amend Coalition
Happy Democracy Day in Kent, Ohio!
We wouldn’t be here this evening if not for the tireless efforts of Kent residents to place the
issue of ending big money in politics and corporate rule on the ballot and to create this annual
public hearing -- as well as for Kent voters to pass this initiative.
Much of tonight’s testimony focuses on the harms of big money in elections: harms from money
invested by the super rich and corporate entities, harms from the local to the global, and harms
to people, places and the planet. This includes harms to authentic self governance and to our
environment here in Ohio from the legalized bribery, if not actual bribery, of those connected to
First Energy corporation, if not the polluting corporation itself, in influencing public policy away
from renewable energy to bailing out their polluting and dangerous fossil fuel and nuclear plants.
But we must not forget harms caused by corporations who have hijacked constitutional
amendments that go beyond spending/investing money in elections --- corporate political First
Amendment free speech rights -- that drowns out the political voices of people who aren’t
corrupting the political process because they are investing huge sums of money in elections.
A few examples of court-invented corporate constitutional rights:
States that have tried to compel the listing of bovine growth hormones on products or list certain
chemicals that they feel are cancer causing have been rejected by courts as violations of
corporate First Amendment rights “not to speak.”
Public regulatory agencies which have tried to protect the health, safety and welfare of workers,
consumers and the environment through inspections of corporate factories and other facilities
have been rejected by courts as violations of corporate Fourth Amendment “search and
seizure” rights.
Public regulatory agencies that have passed laws protecting the public from corporate mining
and other plundering of the land without compensation have been rejected by courts as
violations of corporate Fifth Amendment “takings” rights.
As a reminder, the First, Fourth and Fifth Amendments are part of the Bill of Rights -- meant to
apply exclusively to human persons. Corporations aren’t mentioned in the Constitution.

Finally, among others, are efforts by local communities just like Kent, which value local
businesses. Communities and states that have tried to give preferential treatment to local
businesses over chain stores have been overruled by courts as violations of corporate
Fourteenth Amendment “equal protection” rights -- as discriminatory. You may recall that
the Fourteenth Amendment was intended to apply exclusively to freed black slaves.
The same hijacking of democratic self-rule has occured when multiple passed citizen-driven
state-wide ballot measures have been overturned in court stating that only those who work
farms can own farms -- as an effort to repel out-of-state agri-businesses.
These examples merely summarize the breadth and depth of the corporate hijacking of
authentic self-governance for more than a century -- way beyond mere corporate political
First Amendment free speech rights.
I invite you to learn more about the full extent of corporate constitutional rights at
https://www.movetoamend.org/corporate-constitutional-rights
This is why enactment of the We the People Amendment (HJR 48) is so important, which will
abolish ALL never-intended, inalienable constitutional rights for corporate entities. As Section I
states, “The rights protected by the Constitution of the United States are the rights of natural
persons only….The privileges of artificial entities shall be determined by the People, through
Federal, State, or local law, and shall not be construed to be inherent or inalienable.”
Thank you Kent citizens for being part of this growing movement.
I invite Kent City Councilpersons to encourage colleagues in other communities, at the very
least, to pass a resolution calling on Congress to enact the We the People Amendment, if not to
place a measure directly on the ballot for local voter consideration.
Thank you.

Greg Coleridge (he/him)
Outreach Director, Move to Amend Coalition
(216) 255-2184 (cell - in Ohio)
(916) 318-8040 (office - in Sacramento, CA)
greg@movetoamend.org

End Corporate Rule. Legalize Democracy. Move to Amend!

https://movetoamend.org/
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